
 

 

Dear Parent/Carers  
 
12 February 2021 
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for everything that you have done these last six weeks 
to help us to support your child with their learning during these most turbulent of times. Parenting can 
be a tough job at the best of times but doing this during a pandemic, with schools only partially open, 
has made superheroes of you all.   
 
I have never been prouder of our school community than I am now. Whilst exhaustion is inevitably 
setting in for everyone, for so many reasons, I can say that the resilience and dedication of the 
students to their studies and the respectful and mature way in which they have engaged with online 
learning has amazed me. Our young people are navigating a world that we never could have thought 
or imagined they would, and to do so with such skill is remarkable.   
 
There has been a lot of talk in the media about ‘lost learning’ and the need for young people to ‘catch 
up’ which I feel is not the most helpful way to talk about the situation we currently find ourselves in. I 
do however feel it would be more beneficial at this point to recognise the opportunities that this period 
of lockdown has provided. I want to share something that one of our parents so rightly pointed out to 
me recently. She said “although there is a lot that our young people are missing, this period of 
lockdown and blended learning has also provided an opportunity - the children are learning skills that 
they may not have engaged with otherwise.”  How right she is. Whether it be navigating IT to ensure 
they are part of online lessons, taking part in online meetings to share learning and 
experiences proactively seeking out teacher support and guidance via email I have seen our young 
people react with resilience and self-determination. The resilience, self-discipline and motivation 
required to learn at home is something we all know can be difficult to find and for students and for our 
young people to be learning this and doing this is something we should be talking about more 
positively.  
 
As a staff body we are still learning and will continue to do so. Thank you to all of you who took the 
time to complete the online questionnaire. We are keen to listen to feedback from you and our young 
people about what is working well and what may need some further thought. We have taken on board 
your feedback and are adapting our delivery as best we can.  
 
From your feedback and our experience, we know that learning online can be fraught and that there is 
an intensity to It. We have therefore taken the decision to shift our provision to fit within a timeframe 
of 40 minute lessons. By doing this we hope that the students will then feel they have the time to 
review and reflect on the work set for each lesson and also have some time to ‘breath’ and take stock 
before the next lesson begins.  



We have also asked that teachers where possible are clear about expected timescales for work. So 
that students can plan their time. If students do not complete all the work set in the time allocated 
students are encouraged to submit the work they have completed in the time to the teacher, even if it 
is unfinished. So that the teacher can then adapt their delivery in response to this.   
 
We are also working with our Curriculum Directors to look out how we can build opportunities to 
learn away from the screen. I know that lots has been happening in Health, Sport and in Science in 
support of this and some of the activities and experiences our students have engaged with has been 
a delight to see. You can see some of them on our social media pages @utcsheffieldolp. 
 
The UTC is closed over half term to all students. However the phones and email will be staffed if you 
have any enquiries. I am sorry I do not yet have any further information about the plans for the 
reopening of schools or the awarding process for examinations. Please be assured as soon as I have 
any information I will share it with you all.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs. Jessica Stevenson  
Principal  
UTC OLP  


