
 

 

JST/NBA 
 
11 December 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students  
 
End of Term Letter from UTC Sheffield, Olympic Legacy Park  
I would like to thank students and Parents/ Carers for their continued support for the UTC as we come 
to the end of a very busy and unprecedented term.   
 
Last Day of Term - Friday 18 December 2020 
I am certain you will have heard Schools have been given new guidance from the Department for 
Education on when to finish for Christmas and what will be expected from leaders and teachers in 
helping to track and trace Covid contacts after term ends. This means we will have to continue to 
report positive coronavirus cases, identified and confirmed by a test and for relevant contacts in the 
school to be traced. Therefore, once we have broken up next Friday and up until 24 December 2020, 
if your child develops symptoms or tests positive for Covid-19, then please email 
adminolp@utcsheffield.org.uk, so that we are able to track and trace. 
 
With this in mind, if your child is showing symptoms of Covid-19 or ill during next week, then 
please keep them at home. This is so they are not putting the rest of the school community at risk, 
particularly in the run up to Christmas, when people are wishing to see family that they may not have 
done for many months. 
 
The last day of the Autumn term will be as originally planned, Friday 18 December 2020. Students 
will leave the building at 12.10pm, please note that this is earlier than the original time stated of 
1.45pm.If your child has free school meals, please contact adminolp@utcsheffield.org.uk if they would 
like a grab bag to take with them. 
 
Year 13 – Applications to UCAS 
Students applying to UCAS must complete their applications by Tuesday 14 January 2021.  Students 
should liaise with their form tutor, Mr Moore or Miss King with any questions or queries.   Students 
applying directly into employment and/or for apprenticeships will also receive support from their tutor 
or Mr Moore.  UTC OLP runs a careers drop in as and when required on a one to one basis.  
 
Extreme Weather Protocol 
I would like to let you know that information about possible UTC closures, which could result from 
extreme weather conditions over the winter period will be shown on the home page of our website 
from early in the morning.  We will also update the website to indicate when we expect to re-open.  
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Information will also be broadcast by local radio stations in line with their protocols (BBC Radio 
Sheffield, Hallam FM, TRAX FM) and on their websites, as with other schools in the Sheffield region. 
 
Mobile Devices 
Please could I remind you that mobile phones/electronic devices/headphones are not allowed out 
during lessons or on the corridors, they should only be used in the canteen at break and lunchtimes.  
They should be switched off and in bags at ALL other times.  If a student is found to have them out 
during lessons, then they will be confiscated, only to be returned at the end of the day; which will 
invoke a detention. 
 
Business Dress 
To maintain our excellent standards can I ask you to remind students they should not wear coats 
inside the UTC building. Following a term of constant gentle reminders, our staff will, after the 
Christmas break, take coats and hoodies from students if worn inside the building and insist they 
collect them at the end of the day. This will hopefully ensure all students reflect the ‘professional 
ethos’ of the UTC. We are also increasingly having to speak with students about wearing 
inappropriate footwear such as trainers.  Shoes should be black leather for protection.  School ties 
can be purchased via sQuid for £7.95 and collected from reception. Please could I also take this 
opportunity to remind you that full business dress, including appropriate school trousers/skirts and 
black shoes is expected for ALL students.  Students will be challenged regarding the above on return 
from the Christmas break. This also applies to Post 16 students, as we have noticed a decline in 
some student’s ‘business attire’. 
 
Behaviour 
From January C3s in lessons will be recorded as behavior points. This will enable us to track more 
precisely when students are causing low level disruption in lessons and work with families around 
this.  
 
Post 16 cause for concerns will also be officially tracked and reported to parents to allow an 
intervention system to be implemented.  
 
HeppSY  
The UTC continues to work with a consortium, involving Sheffield Hallam University (Lead Partner), 
the University of Sheffield and South Yorkshire FE colleges through a programme HeppSY (Higher 
Education Progression Partnership South Yorkshire) to support young people to progress into higher 
education (HE).  Children on this program will receive a subsidy for HeppSY related trips. 
 
Rewards Assembly 
We have been really pleased and proud of how well students have taken to the rewards scheme in 
school and the rewards assemblies for this half term will take place on Thursday 17 December. 
Students will be issued with certificates this day.  
 
Future Key Dates 
Thinking ahead to the next half-term starting on Monday 4 January 2021 
 
Exams 
Cambridge National and Technical exams are taking place from Monday the 11th of January. Students 
involved have been given individual timetables and the whole school version is on our website.  
 
Virtual Showcase - We are gaining very high levels of interest for places next year, and will be 
holding a virtual Post-16 recruitment event on Tuesday 12 January 2021, which is advertised on our 
website.  If you know anybody thinking of joining the UTC, please encourage them to book onto the 
event. We have also attached a flyer to our videos and event booking details.  
 
Progress tracker 2 will be out to all parents, at the end of week commencing 18 January. 
 



Progress Tracker 2 virtual Parents Evening Y11 and Y13 will take week commencing 25 January 
further details to follow.  
 
Term dates are also available on our Website. 
 
Please follow us on social media for updates and information about what is happening in school.  
 
Best wishes for a safe and restful Christmas and we look forward to welcoming students back in the 
New Year. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Jessica Stevenson  
Principal  
UTC OLP  
 


