
 

 

         2 February 2022 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope you and your families are well.  
 
In recent days the UTC has been increasingly affected by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, resulting in a significant 
increase in the number of staff absences.  As a UTC, we are determined to continue face-to-face teaching of our 
students, but it has become substantially more challenging to continue to do this in recent days.  The challenge 
is made even more difficult due to there being no supply staff available from agencies to fill the gaps as schools 
across the City continue to operate under difficult circumstances.  
 
We are prioritising avoiding the need to move to remote learning for any of our year groups, but we also need to 
ensure that we can remain operational whilst ensuring our students gain face-to-face teaching up to the February 
half-term break and beyond.   Staff from all areas of the building, including pastoral, senior leaders and teaching 
staff - who have limited availability on their timetables under normal circumstances, have stepped in to cover 
lessons for our absent colleagues.   
 
In order to keeping us operational, I have decided to close the building at 14:35 (the end of period 5) for all year 
groups on Thursday 3 and Friday 4 February.  This will allow us to continue to teach all students face-to-face, 
avoid remote learning for any year group but also ensure staff can prepare, deliver and assess our students 
learning whilst also supporting their pastoral needs in an effective way by giving them some much needed 
capacity. 
 
If this decision causes any issues for parents due to travel arrangements or other commitments, students can 
stay in the building until their normal finish time over the next two days and staff will be available to supervise and 
support.  
 
I would like to thank you all for your understanding and continued support of the UTC during these difficult times.  
I want to assure you that we are doing everything possible to ensure our students gain the best possible 
experience despite these challenges and I also thank our student body for their resilience during this time.   
 
Lastly, I would like to personally express my gratitude to the UTC staff who have continually stepped in to keep 
the UTC operational whilst many of our colleagues are absent.  
 
We will be keeping the situation under review at all times and will inform you if there are any further changes to 
our operations in the coming days.   
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
Alex Reynolds  
Principal 


