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Key Dates for your Calendar          

Virtual Post 16 Options/Information Evening: 

• (Options, Business Dress, ICT, Travel, Support, Daily/Weekly programme) 

•  Wednesday 3 March 2021   5.00pm - 6.15pm 

 

Post 16 Transition Event: 

•  Wednesday 16 June 2021                                  5.00 – 7.00pm 

Based on current government guidance     

Programme to be confirmed 

 

GCSE Results Day: 

• Thursday 12 August 2021  (TBC)      

Based on current government guidance      
      

UTC Sheffield City - Post 16 Induction: 

TBC 
 

UTC Sheffield City - Learning Programmes begin: 

 Will begin week commencing 6 September 2021 

 

 



 

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Digital Media - Diploma 

 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER: 05843–05846, 05875 

UCAS INFORMATION: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/83101-qualification-sizes-and-ucas-points.pdf  

Course Content 

At KS5, students will study Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media, which is worth up to 
3 A levels. Students decide whether they want to complete the 1, 2 or 3 A Level equivalent over the 
two years.  

The OCR Cambridge Technical in Digital Media provides students with an exciting opportunity to 
create the media products you see and use every day whilst learning about production processes, 
technologies and industry practice that will give you a comprehensive overview of the skills required 
to be successful working in the creative and digital sector. The course provides practical and creative 
skills that transfer into the workplace, with units supported by key partners such as Warp Film, Sumo 
Digital, BBC and Macmillan.  Unit choices cover a range of media including print, web, photography, 
television, film, animation, music technology and gaming in order to develop skills across a range of 
digital media. Students will be working in specialist studios equipped with Thunderbolt Apple Macs 
and will learn how to use, for example, specialist production equipment such as DSLRs, Sony 
prosumer video cameras, chromakey screens and the latest motion capture technology. 

Y12: Foundation year  

This is the year where students will complete the following foundation units of the qualification, 
including: 

 Unit 1: Media products and audiences (mandatory 2 hour examination) 
This unit is a mandatory unit and the examination will be taken in January of Y12. Students will 
learn about a range of media industries including film, TV, radio, video games, music, print and 
web. Students will also learn how to use media language, genre, representation and audience 
theory to critically analyse media products and debate the effects media products have on an 
audience 

 Unit 2: Pre-production and planning (mandatory 2 hour examination) 
This unit will explore the planning and pre-production processes involved in creating a digital 
media product, including analysing client requirements, understanding target audiences, 
budgeting and drafting (including storyboarding and scripting). This exam is vocational based and 
students will show their understanding of how to plan media products including legal and ethical 
issues, project management and how to create pre-production documents based on a set brief in 
the exam 

 Unit 3: Create a media product (coursework unit) 
Students will plan, design and create an original four page magazine in a genre of your choice. 
Students will be encouraged to interview real people as part of your main article (e.g. musician, 
sports personality, charity etc.) and learn photography and graphic design skills using DSLR 
cameras, Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator to create an industry standard magazine. 
In this unit, students will apply knowledge from Units 1 and 2 and create a digital media product 

 Unit 15: Audio-visual promos (coursework unit) 
This video-based unit is where students will plan, film and edit an original music video for a local 
artist or create an original film trailer for a new film. Students will learn how to source a client, 
casting of professional models/actors, camerawork skills using DSLR’s and a range of lenses 
and editing software including Adobe Premiere and Adobe After Effects. Previous clients have 
been Warp Films and The Sherlocks 

 Unit 20: Advertising (coursework unit) 
This unit will involve students creating a cross media campaign (print, video and web) for a 
client. Students will learn how to liaise and network to meet the needs of a client and carry 
forward video and graphic design skills from Unit 3 and Unit 15. Students will learn the impact 
that advertising can have in attracting an audience to a campaign to generate awareness and or 
revenue. Previous clients include South Yorkshire Cancer Alliance, Kahler clothing brand and 
Fox Valley retail park 
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Y13: Specialist pathway year  

In Y13 students will have the option to pick the pathway that they want to undertake. However, all 
students will also complete the following mandatory exam: 

Unit 6: Social media and globalisation (mandatory 1 hr 30 minute examination).  

In this unit, students will study how social media channels are used to market digital media products 
by media industries and individuals.  They will look at how social media channels have contributed 
to the spread globally of digital media products. This examination will include creating a social media 
campaign for an unseen brief. This exam will be sat in the January of Y13. 

The options for the pathways are: 

Pathway one: Moving image (radio production, short film, visual effects) 

If students like video production whether it is in front or behind the camera, this pathway will include 
the following mandatory units: 

 Unit 5: TV and short film production  
The film unit is focused on providing content for a local TV station or for the creation of a short film 
or documentary. Students will plan material and create and extract for an original TV programme 
or short film intended to be distributed locally at the Showroom shorts event 

 Unit 14: Radio production 
The radio unit is unit is focused on providing content for BBC Radio Sheffield or local independent 
station Sheffield Live! Students will plan material and create and extract for an original radio extract 
and given feedback from industry experts 

 Unit 17: Visual and special effects 
Students will compete this unit alongside Unit 5 above, by enhancing the visuals of their short film 
or documentary and learning how to create and edit visual and special effects including CGI 

 Unit 22 Scripting for media products 
In this unit, students will develop a script for the products produced for either Unit 15 or Unit 14 
and this will be separately assessed 
 
Other units in this pathway can include: Unit 16: The creation and use of sound in media and 
Unit 21: Plan and deliver a pitch for a media product. 

Pathway two: Interactive media (animation, web design, photography) 

 Unit 4: Interactive media products  
The interactive unit is for those students wanting to take the animation and web pathway and an 
app or website will be created. Students will learn how to code and create an original website for 
a client of your finding/ choice 

 Unit 10: Digital animation 
The animation unit will involve students planning and creating a digital animation for a purpose of 
their choice. Students will have a choice of learning 2D or 3D animation software as part of the 
unit 

 Unit 8: Photography 
Using a range of photography styles and influences, students will create a portfolio to demonstrate 
their skills for a client and purpose of their choice 

Other units in this pathway can include: Unit 9: Comics and graphic novel storytelling and           Unit 
7: Journalism and the news industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessment 

 
A large number of units are assessed as portfolios.   All portfolios will be internally assessed and 
standardised by a visiting moderator.  There are three examined units that are externally assessed as 
part of the course.   

The qualification can also be taken as a smaller qualification and pathways can be negotiated with the 
CDM team and Post-16 Learning Manager. 

Entry Requirements 

5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including English and Mathematics.  An aptitude for using computers 
would be extremely advantageous. 
 
 



 

A.S / A Level Fine Art 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR – ART: Art, Craft and Design 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER: A.S – H200 /    A Level - H600 

Why study Fine Art? 

Do you enjoy expressing yourself through drawing, painting and sculpture?  Have you ever wanted to 
learn more about the mechanics of collage or engage in the practical nature of creating paintings and 
sculptures?  The A Level Art, Craft and Design qualification provides students with the opportunity to 
take your understanding and passion for Art further with a practical and hands on approach.  Alongside 
learning about the history of art, within a theoretical and historical context the A Level course will 
provide students with the opportunity to explore key career-focused areas of painting and drawing, 
collage and assemblage, sculpture and printmaking techniques. Students will be working with a range 
of creative materials to produce a personal portfolio responding to both personal topics and key 
themes selected by the exam board.  

Course Content  

Students will be required to keep a work journal and portfolio throughout the course which will show 
their development and learning both in and outside of the classroom.  Students will be required to 
observe, analyse and record using a range of primary and secondary source material. Students will 
develop their skills whilst appreciating the way in which professional artists work, using a wide variety 
of media, materials and techniques  

Assessment 

Y12: A.S level: Unit 1 (100%): Externally Set Assignment: marked and externally moderated. 

Y13: A level: Unit 1 (60%): Personal Investigation: Internally marked, externally moderated. 

Y13: A level: Unit 2 (40%): Externally Set Assignment: marked and externally moderated. 

Assessment Objectives: 

AO1 Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and 
other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 

AO2 Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, 
reviewing and refining ideas as work develops. 

AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work 
and progress. 

AO4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where 
appropriate, makes connections between visual and other elements. 

 

Entry Requirements   

5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including English and Mathematics, plus a grade 6 in GCSE Art or 
similar qualification. 
 
Students must also be prepared to frequently visit local galleries independently and continually 
analyse their own work and works created by historical and contemporary practitioners. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A Level Photography 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR – PHOTOGRAPHY 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER: H600 

Why study Photography? 
 
Have you ever found yourself using your mobile to take photographs of places and people, to capture 
moments just because you think they look interesting?  Do you take a step back and compose your 
photographs so they leave a lasting and memorable impression? The  
A Level Photography qualification provides students with the opportunity to take your basic interest in 
shapes, styles and places to explore how meaning is created and feeling is communicated through 
the creative use of the camera.  Alongside learning about theoretical, historical and technical 
developments in photography the A Level course will provide students with the opportunity to explore 
key career-focused areas of portraiture, landscape photography, still-life, documentary and photo-
journalism, photographic installation for video, television and film. Students will be working with 
professional DSLR cameras to understand how latest technologies are used within a professional 
context. Students will also be learning how to use analogue photography equipment and understand 
the mechanics and science involved in developing techniques in a darkroom.  
 
Course Content  
 
Students will be required to explore elements of visual language in the context of Photography and be 
required throughout their learning to respond to issues about themes and concepts. Students will be 
required to work both independently and in groups in order to gain full appreciation of the industry 
context.  There will be a requirement to keep a log, sketchbook and blog diary to order work and 
provide evidence of development.  Students will be learning how to use different cameras, lenses and 
lighting equipment throughout the course in order so that they succeed in their chosen fields of 
photography. 
 
Assessment 

Y12: A.S level: Unit 1 (100%): Externally Set Assignment: marked and externally moderated. 

Y13: A level: Unit 1 (60%): Personal Investigation: Internally marked, externally moderated. 

Y13: A level: Unit 2 (40%): Externally Set Assignment: marked and externally moderated. 

 

Entry Requirements 

5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including English and Mathematics and Level 2 design, art or media 
qualification.   Students must also be prepared to undertake research and work with a range of 
technologies and practitioners to embrace the vocational context of the UTC. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Engineering Extended Certificate/ Foundation Diploma/ 
Diploma 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER: 05823, 05824, 05825 

UCAS INFORMATION: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/178279-centre-handbook-diplomas.pdf   

Introduction 
 
This qualification is designed for learners aged 16-19 years old wanting to specialise in the 
engineering sector. It will enable them to undertake further study in engineering or to proceed into 
engineering-related apprenticeships or employment. 
 
Studied over two years, the OCR Cambridge Technical in Engineering provides you with an exciting 
opportunity to create engineered products using industrial production processes, technologies and 
practice that will give you a comprehensive overview of the skills required to be successful working in 
the engineering sector. The course provides you with practical skills that transfer into the workplace, 
with units supported by key partners such as Rolls Royce, Lavender International and Sheffield Hallam 
University.  Unit choices cover a range of design, manufacturing and electrical tasks in order to 
develop your skills across the engineering sector. You will be working in specialist workshops 
equipped with cutting, casting and CAD/CAM machinery. You will learn how to use them 
independently to complete controlled assessment units. 

Assessment 

A large number of units are controlled assessment which involves producing practical outcomes in the 
workshops and, or writing technical reports.   All controlled assessments will be internally assessed 
and standardised by a visiting moderator.  There are up to four examined units depending on your 
chosen pathway that are externally assessed as part of the course.   

Courses 
 
There are three Level 3 Engineering courses available at UTC Sheffield. 

The Extended Certificate aimed at learners who wish to enter prestigious higher education 
establishments and must be studied with two full A level courses in Maths and Science. 

The Foundation Diploma aimed at learners who wish to enter higher education and to study two GCE 
A level courses. This is the equivalent of 1.5 A levels. 

The Technical Diploma aimed at learners who would like to enter the profession as a higher-level 
apprentice.  This course also allows the study of a single A level and can also be used to access 
higher education courses. This is the equivalent of 2 A levels. 

All learners will study the first three examined units in this qualification. 
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Extended Certificate in Engineering (Total 6 Units). This is the equivalent of 1 A level. 

 
Unit 1 Maths for Engineers (Exam) 
 
Mathematics is one of the fundamental tools of the engineer. In this course you will learn key 
mathematical methods & techniques that are commonly used by Engineers. Most of the content 
overlaps with GCSE Higher and AS-Maths. 
 
Unit 2 Science for Engineers (Exam) 
 
Different branches of science underpin the teaching and learning of a number of engineering 
disciplines. In this unit, we focus on the science which supports mechanical engineering, electrical 
and electronic engineering, fluid dynamics, thermal physics and material science for engineering. 
 
Unit 3 Principles of Mechanical Engineering (Exam) 
 
All machines and structures are constructed using the principles of mechanical engineering. Machines 
are made up of components and mechanisms working in combination. Engineers need to understand 
the principles that govern the behaviour of these components and mechanisms. 
The qualification undertaken will be negotiated with the Engineering team and Post-16 Learning 
Manager. 

Unit 4 Principles of Electrical and Electronic Engineering (Exam) 
 
Electrical systems and electronic devices are present in almost every aspect of modern life – and it is 
electrical and electronic engineers who design, test and produce these systems and devices.   
 
Unit 9 Mechanical Design (Controlled Assessment) 
 
The successful manufacture of mechanical components and products depends on well planned, 
accurate and complete design solutions. The aim of this unit is for learners to develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to be successful in their design of mechanical engineering components and 
products.  Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of engineering drawings, both 
freehand graphical techniques, and more formal drawing techniques. They will also be able to select 
the appropriate engineering materials to achieve their design solutions.   

Unit 10 Computer Aided Design (Controlled Assessment) 
 
Computer aided design (CAD) has been used across the world for many years in many diverse 
industries to design products, including both mechanical and electrical component and product design.  
A variety of software packages are used to perform this commercially.  The aim of this unit is for 
learners to develop the ability to be able to produce 3D models using CAD, and to go onto create 3D 
assemblies of components within a CAD system.   
 
Foundation Diploma in Engineering (Total 9 Units). This is the equivalent of 1.5 A levels. 

Learners will achieve the Foundation Diploma in Manufacturing Engineering when they complete all 
six units listed above and the ones listed below.  

Unit 11 Materials Science (Controlled Assessment) 
 
Awareness of materials science is needed by design engineers and all other types of engineers in 
order that they can make informed decisions about the engineering materials that they choose to use 
in design and manufacture. The aim of this unit is for learners to understand material structure and 
classification, and common properties, standard forms and failure modes of engineering materials. 
You will develop an understanding of industrial material processing techniques, and how this is 
affected by materials’ properties. You will gain knowledge on the application and uses of modern and 
smart materials, and develop the ability to be able to test the suitability of different engineering 
materials for their intended application. 
 
Unit 13 Mechanical Operations (Controlled Assessment) 
 
Production and manufacturing businesses depend on a team that can effectively plan and carry out 
production, and quality assure what they have physically produced. You will develop the ability to plan 
for production, and manufacture components safely. You will develop your knowledge and skills in 



manufacturing techniques including marking out, use of hand tools, the operation of manually 
controlled machines such as lathes and milling and drilling machines.  You will produce mechanical 
components and be able to quality assure your own work as being fit for purpose. 

Unit 21 Maintenance (Controlled Assessment) 
 
Maintenance, and maintenance engineering, are vital for all other aspects of engineering to function. 
From basic vehicle maintenance, to the increasingly complex devices, equipment, machinery and 
structures that are used in modern industry, the role of maintenance in keeping everything operating 
at optimum performance is crucial.   You will understand different maintenance strategies and 
operations, be able to plan and undertake maintenance operations for yourself.  You will also be able 
to analyse maintenance data, develop an understanding of failure modes, and an understanding of 
how maintenance issues can inform future design. 
 
Technical Diploma in Engineering (Total 12 Units). This is the equivalent of 2 A levels. 
Learners will achieve the Technical Diploma in Manufacturing Engineering when they complete all 
units listed above and three of the ones listed below.  
 
Unit 6 Circuit simulation and manufacture 
 
For electrical and electronic devices to function, they depend on their circuits operating normally. 
Circuit simulation and safe, effective manufacture of circuit boards is therefore a key function within 
electrical engineering companies. You will develop the ability to make working printed circuit boards 
(PCBs) and be able to use computer aided design (CAD) software to design and simulate electronic 
circuits. You will then design PCBs and safely manufacture and construct them.  You will develop 
fault-finding techniques for PCBs, to test and rectify, where possible, faults on circuits. You will gain 
knowledge on the commercial manufacture of circuits, including manufacturing process methods and 
quality assurance techniques.   
 
Unit 12 Mechanical Simulation and Modelling 

Engineering companies, once they have designed components, must carry out CAD simulation and 
modelling to test that design and fitness for purpose. The aim of this unit is for you to develop the 
skills required to carry out simulations of components, products, assemblies or systems within 
Computer Aided Design (CAD) software packages – this will include simulations of reactions within 
mechanical assemblies, and simulations to assess the manufacturability of components. 

Unit 15 Electrical, Mechanical, Hydraulic and Pneumatic Control 

Automated machines used by industry are operated by systems of control, which include electrical, 
mechanical, hydraulic and pneumatic control – this requires engineers to have a sound 
understanding of the processes and theory, which underpin the operation of these machines. The 
aim of this unit is for you to develop a foundation of knowledge and understanding of how these 
control systems work. 

Unit 17 Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM) 

Many companies which make products are reliant on computer systems to run the manufacturing 
processes involved. This is known as Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAM).The aim of this unit is 
for you to understand how CAM systems are used within manufacturing and be able to program and 
use Computer Numerical Control (CNC) machines to produce components. You will also learn to 
produce components using additive manufacturing techniques. 

Unit 18 Lean and Quality (Controlled Assessment) 
 
Striking an effective balance between efficiency of production and quality of product without 
compromising either is fundamental to the commercial success of engineering companies.  You will 
develop your understanding of the principles behind lean manufacturing and apply this to a 
manufacturing context in terms of improving quality, eliminating waste and improving productivity.  You 
will also learn about a wide range of quality control, assurance and management techniques including 
mathematical analysis of quality data to identify trends and recommend subsequent improvements to 
processes or procedures.  You will apply the knowledge and understanding gained to the development 
production plans, factory layouts and manufacturing processes.    

Unit 19 Inspection and Testing (Controlled Assessment) 



In ensuring that the business can meet the demands of its customers when manufacturing and 
supplying goods, suppliers must inspect and test products prior to completion, to guarantee the levels 
of quality. Dependent on the product type and process used to manufacture, there are a number of 
methods that can be used.  You will develop an understanding of different methods of inspection and 
testing (including both destructive and non-destructive testing). You will learn how these methods 
contribute to quality control, and how defects can form in manufacturing components, processes and 
materials in the first place.  You will also learn about how automatic testing and inspection techniques 
are used in engineering. 
 
What could this qualification lead to? 

As part of an academic study programme, this qualification could also form part of the learner’s basis 
for application to a Higher Education course in Engineering, alongside complementary subjects, such 
as GCEs in Maths and/or Physics or other applied qualifications. It is also a gateway to level 3 and 4 
apprenticeships.  

 
Entry Requirements 
 
5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including English, Mathematics and Science.  A grade 6 or above are 
required to study an A Level (Maths/Science) alongside the technical qualification. 
 
 
 

  



Advanced Subsidiary & Advanced GCE in Design and Technology: Product Design  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER: 7551/7552 
   
Why study Product Design? 
 
The essence of Product Design is the relationship between people and products.  This course links 
artistic flair with an in-depth knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials 
to produce usable and aesthetically pleasing products.  Studying Product Design also promotes an 
understanding of everyday objects and the technologies used to produce them.   
 
“Design and Technology is about making things that people want and that work well.  Creating these 
things is hugely exciting: it is an inventive, fun activity”.  
James Dyson, Chairman, Dyson Ltd. 
 
“An understanding of the technical possibilities available, together with an interest in and sensitivity 
to, the use of language, gives you the confidence to express your design ideas”. 
Freda Slack, Type Designer and Typographer, The Foundry. 
 
This is a 2 year course for both the Advanced level and the Advanced Subsidiary level.  A decision 
will be made at the end of year 12 as to which course is most suitable for you based on progress. 
 
Assessment (50%) 
 
You will develop knowledge and understanding of specific materials and processes and how they 
affect design decisions and the manufacture of products. You must also be able to provide detailed 
and justified explanations of why specific materials and combinations of materials are suitable for 
given applications, have a broad understanding of design movements and designers, be aware of 
social, moral and ethical issues and the influence of technology on design. 

Non Exam Assessment (50%) 
 
This is a substantial design and make task where you produce a final prototype based on a context 
and design brief developed by you. 

For the Advanced Subsidiary level the context of the task will be set by AQA and allow you to select 
from a list issued to schools. The contexts will change every year and will be released in June the 
year prior to the assessment being submitted. 

Students must produce a written or digital design folder clearly evidencing how the assessment 
criteria have been met, together with photographic evidence of the final manufactured prototype 
outcome. 

 
Entry Requirements 
 
5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including English, Mathematics, plus a grade 6-9 in a relevant DT 
subject is required. 



A Level English Language and Literature (Please note, this is subject to student numbers)  

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA  

SPECIFICATION NUMBER: A-level (7707)  

What is the A Level in English Language and Literature and why should I study it?  

How do writers create engaging, imagined worlds, told through the eyes of unusual narrators? How 
do specific components of language construction impact what a writer hopes to represent? Can a 
writer’s style influence you to produce your own version of their work? These are just some of the 
questions and topics that you will explore throughout your time on the combined A-Level Language 
and Literature course.   

The combined A-Level Language and Literature course builds on the skills covered throughout your 
GCSEs, combining linguistic analysis of literary texts. Rather than each of the course units focusing 
on linguistics and literary studies separately, the topics that you cover will combine these two 
academic areas.   

There will be the opportunity for you to produce creative work by drawing on the style of writing used 
in one of the set texts that you will explore throughout your lessons, as well as the opportunity for 
independent research that will give the opportunity to explore a wider range of literary and non-literary 
texts.   

The variety of assessment styles used such as: data analysis, discursive essays, directed writing, 
original writing and research-based investigative writing, allows students to develop a wide range of 
skills. These include critical reading, data analysis, evaluation, the ability to develop and sustain 
arguments and a number of different writing skills, which are invaluable for both further study and 
future employment.  

Course Content:  

Remembered Places: Paris Anthology  

 
This will involve the study of an AQA set text, the Paris Anthology, and explore how language is 
used in different contexts, and for different purposes. We consider how different meanings and 
representations are created in each by examining the language levels (grammar, lexis, semantics, 
pragmatics, phonology etc.).  
  
Imagined Worlds: ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ by Margaret Atwood  
 
Students will study ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, and form literary and linguistic interpretations with a 
focus on exploring the imagined worlds of this text, which is characterised by an unusual narrative, 
narrator and events. Students analyse the language choices made by the writer in order to study the 
following: point of view, characterisation, presentation of time and space/place and narrative 
structure.  
  
Poetic Voices: Carol Ann Duffy  
 
A collection of poems by Carol Ann Duffy will be explored in this part of the course, and students will 
form literary and linguistic interpretations. In studying the role of language in the construction of 
perspective, students will explore and analyse: the presentation of time, the importance of place, 
relationships and the presentation of events in poetry.   
  
Writing about Society: ‘The Great Gatsby’ by F.Scott Fitzgerald  
 
Using ‘The Great Gatsby’ as a basis for their own piece of writing, they will explore the ways that the 
writer: presents people, their points of view and their relationships with others; shapes the narrative 
structure and presents events/time/places; reveals the speech and thought processes of the 
characters and narrator(s); uses situations of conflict to express ideas about societies and their 
values. This understanding of the text will inform their own re-creative writing choices.   
  
 
 
 
 



Critical commentary  
 
Students learn how to write a critical commentary to evaluate their writing. They will explain their 
own language choices and analyse their intentions in reshaping the writer’s original material. The 
aim is to demonstrate conceptual understanding of the choices made and the effects created, as 
well as demonstrating an understanding of the original text. This might include an exploration of why 
the original writers made the choices in order to present characters, scenes and events and how 
these had to be adapted for the student’s own text.  
  
Dramatic Encounters: ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ by Tennessee Williams  
 
This part of the subject content focuses on how language choices help to construct ideas of conflict 
between people, and between people and their societies. Students learn about the ways in which 
writers and speakers use language by studying the play ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’.  
  
Making Connections (NEA)  
 
This part of the course requires students to make active connections between a literary text and 
some non-literary material. The connections must be based either on a chosen theme or on the idea 
that particular linguistic strategies and features may occur in the different types of material. This 
area of the course provides an individualised experience and is a non-examination assessment.   
  
Assessment:  

The two-year A-Level qualification is made up of  the following components:   

Two exams:  

Paper 1: Telling Stories – 40%  

Paper 2: Exploring Conflict – 40%  

  

Non-Exam Assessment:  

Making Connections- 20%  

  

Entry Requirements:  

5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above including Mathematics, plus a grade 6 in English Language.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A Level English Literature (OLP – Subject to student numbers) 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER: A-level (7717) 

What is the A Level in English Literature and why should I study it? 

The new AQA A Level in English Literature offers clear progression from GCSE and over the two 
years of study, allows you to build on the skills and knowledge you’ve already gained. You will 
explore the different ways of reading and the connections which exist between texts. The course will 
further develop a wide range of skills, such as the ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate and 
undertake independent research – all invaluable skills which will equip you for further study and 
future employment. 

Course Content: 

Literary genres:  

Students will study three set texts within a specific literary genre: aspects of tragedy, so that they 
can gain a solid understanding of how texts can be connected and how they can be interpreted in 
multiple ways so that they can arrive at their own interpretations and become confident autonomous 
readers. 

At the core of the texts you will study, there is a tragic hero or heroine who is flawed in some way, 
who suffers and causes suffering to others. In all of the texts studied, there is an interplay between 
what might be seen as villains and victims. You will discover that some tragic features are more in 
evidence in some texts than in others – and understand how particular aspects of the tragic genre 
are used and how they work in the set texts you will study. 

Texts and Genres: 

Students will study three set texts grouped together as having elements of the more modern genre 
crime writing. In all of the texts studied, a significant crime drives the narrative and the execution and 
consequences of the crime are fundamentally important to the way in which the text is structured. 
Thus all of the texts focus on transgressions against established order and the specific breaking of 
either national, social, religious or moral laws. 

Theory and independence: 

This component of the course is designed to allow students to read more widely while learning to 
apply critical theories and ideas to their reading. Students will write about two texts – one poetry and 
the other prose, exploring their chosen texts in light of some of the critical ideas from the AQA 
critical anthology. There is an opportunity for one of the written pieces to be a re-creative piece with 
a commentary. 

Assessment: 

The A Level qualification is made up of  the following components:  
Examination:  Paper 1 - Literary Genres – 40% of A Level 
Examination:  Paper 2 - Texts and Genres – 40% of A level 
Coursework: Theory and Independence – 20% 
 
Entry Requirements: 5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including English and Mathematics, plus a grade 

6 in English Language. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Mathematics and UTC 

At the UTC we want to encourage as many students as possible to continue with mathematics at a 
level that is both appropriate and aspirational. To do this we offer various qualifications and routes 
through them. 
 
The qualifications offered are: 
A-level Mathematics 
AS-level Mathematics 
A-level Further Mathematics 
AS-level Further Mathematics 
Level 3 Mathematics in Context (more commonly referred to as Core Maths) 
 
Mathematics A-level and AS-level 
 
These courses are Edexcel A-level Mathematics 9MA0 and Edexcel AS Mathematics 8MA0. They 
offer a traditional coverage of Pure Mathematics (two thirds of the course) and a mixture of Mechanics 
and Statistics (one third of the course). These courses are considered very favourably by universities 
and employers and offer a host of opportunities for further progression into Maths, Engineering, 
Science and Social Sciences. The courses are demanding however, they require a good grounding 
in Higher Tier GCSE, they cover a lot of content and students must be prepared to do regular 
independent work out of class to master the material. 
 
Students with a grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics may study the AS course in Y12. Students 
will do either a formal AS exam at the end of Y12 or a similar internal assessment to check progress. 
On the basis of this and other internal assessments, a decision will be made as to whether each 
student should re-do the AS course in Y13 or progress to the second year of A-level (A2) in Y13. 
Parents and students will be involved in this decision. 
 
Students who perform at grade A/B standard in AS-Mathematics in Y12 and who haven’t already 
studied Further Maths can, if they wish, pick up AS-Further Maths in Y13, in parallel to their second 
year of Mathematics. 
 
 
Further Mathematics A-level and AS-level 
 
These courses are Edexcel A-level Mathematics 9FM0 and Edexcel AS Mathematics 8FM0. They 
offer further depth into mathematics and are strongly recommended for students with a love for the 
subject and who are considering studying maths or a related subject at one of the more competitive 
“Russell Group” universities. The work, particularly in Y13 is demanding and will require a very strong 
work ethic but it is highly rewarding for those who stick with it. 
 
Students with a grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics are eligible to start the AS Further Maths 
course in Y12 and will work towards taking the external AS exams at the end of Y12. Students who 
pass at AS will be given the opportunity to continue with the second year (A2) course in Y13. Students 
who don’t manage to pass AS at the end of Y13 will have the option of dropping the course or having 
another go at the AS course in Y13. 
 
We offer a number of extra-curricular opportunities for keen mathematicians including UKMT and other 
local competitions. We also offer training and support for students preparing for the Oxford and 
Cambridge entry papers (BMAT and STEP). Teachers in the department have coached students 
successfully through these papers in the past. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Core Maths (Level 3 Mathematics in Context) 
 
Edexcel – 7MC0 
 
This is a relatively new qualification offering students an opportunity to both strengthen their GCSE 
mathematics and learn how to apply it to real-world and workplace scenarios. It is an excellent choice 
for students wanting to complement their study of Engineering or CDM without the full rigour and 
demand of the A-level course. The course has UCAS points equivalent to an AS qualification. At the 
UTC, we study the course using 4 lessons per week over one year. 
 
Students need a Grade 4 or above at GCSE to start the course in Y12. This should not put off students 
with higher grades in GCSE Maths though. The course is still relevant and useful for more able 
mathematicians due to the applied “real-world” nature of the course and creates excellent progression 
for students who achieve grades 5 and 6 at GCSE. An engineering student aiming to start an 
apprenticeship at 18 or a CDM student thinking of going into marketing or social sciences at university 
would both benefit from the course. Many of the taught mathematical skills are from the number & 
data sections of the Higher Tier GCSE though there are new skills in addition. However, much of the 
challenge comes from students having to raise their ability to understand what maths to apply to a 
less-structured problem and also how to interpret and explain their results. Some students find the 
increased literacy demand quite challenging but this shouldn’t put them off – on the contrary, these 
are exactly the kind of skills that employers want to see. 
 
Students who are not ready to take the examination at the end of Y12 may be advised to study the 
course again in Y13 and aim for examination at the end of the second year. We tend to find that 
students who start with GCSE Grade 4 often need the second year to make sufficient progress. That’s 
not always the case though and motivation and hard work often closes the gap. 
 
Students who perform strongly in Core Maths (A/B grades) in Y12 will be offered the opportunity to 
take AS Mathematics in Y13. This is an important pathway as it gives an alternative route to A-level 
maths for motivated students who aren’t quite ready for it by the end of Y11. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in Applied Science (Subject to student numbers) 

EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson 

QUALIFICATION NUMBER: 601/7434/1 

UCAS INFORMATION: Provides from 8 to 28 UCAS tariff points. For more information: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/understanding-our-
qualifications/comparing-btec-to-other-qualifications/btec-ucas-points.html 

Why study Level 3 Applied Science? 

Have you always wondered how the science you learn at school is used in the real world?  Have you 
enjoyed scientific practical work but always thought it was over too quickly? Did you want more of a 
chance to draw conclusions and evaluate what you did?  Do you find systematically collecting and 
presenting evidence to solve a problem rewarding?  

Level 3 Applied Science gives you the chance to answer these questions, develop a systematic and 
real-world approach to the scientific method as well as gaining a qualification that widens the 
opportunities available to you in the next few years. 

Course Content 

At KS5, you will study the first the first two units of the Level 3 National in Applied Science, which is 
worth 1 AS level. These two units are mandatory and are designed to be completed in one year.  

The BTEC National Certificate in Applied Science provides you with a valuable opportunity to 
continue your science education through applied learning. The course provides the practical skills, 
alongside report writing and presentation skills, required to be successful in the science and 
engineering sector.  As with all vocational courses, you will also develop your self-management, 
self-monitoring and resilience in order to meet deadlines for scientific reports and presentations. You 
will also cover some core theoretical concepts in biology, chemistry and physics. The content of the 
qualification has been developed in consultation with academics and is designed for those aiming to 
progress to higher education and employment, possibly in the science sector.  

Unit Content 

Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Science 1: Scientists and technicians working in science and 
science-related organisations must have a good understanding of core science concepts. A strong 
grasp of these concepts will enable you to use and apply this knowledge and understanding in 
vocational contexts when studying the other unit within this specification. The topic areas covered in 
this unit include: animal and plant cells; tissues; atomic structure and bonding; chemical and 
physical properties of substances related to their uses; waves and their application in 
communications. 

Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques: This unit advances you from the required 
practical covered at GCSE to the levels of accuracy and attention to detail required in industry. You 
will be introduced to laboratory equipment and techniques, including titration, colorimetry, 
calorimetry, thin-layer chromatography, calibration procedures and laboratory safety. Through the 
practical tasks in the unit, you will develop proficiency in the quantitative analytical techniques and 
associated calculations. While you develop your practical competence, you will also be expected to 
present results and calculations alongside explanations of how accuracy and precision has been 
optimised. 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/understanding-our-qualifications/comparing-btec-to-other-qualifications/btec-ucas-points.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/understanding-our-qualifications/comparing-btec-to-other-qualifications/btec-ucas-points.html


 

 

 

 

 

Unit Assessment 

Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Science 1: This unit is assessed through an examination worth 
90 marks with a total time of 2 hours, undertaken in three timed sessions of 40 minutes for each of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This assessment is available in January and May each year. 

Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques: This unit is assessed through observing your 
practical work and a series of written reports or presentations. All work is internally assessed and 
standardised by a visiting moderator. 

Each unit contributes 50% to the final grade, which is given as a pass, merit, distinction or 
distinction*. 

Entry Requirements 

5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including Combined Science, English and Mathematics.  

 

  



 

AS and A2 Chemistry (Subject to student numbers) 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR GCE CHEMISTRY A 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER: AS H032, A2 H432 

QUALIFICATION LEVEL: Level 3 

 

Why study Chemistry? 

Do you take pleasure in working out difficult ideas? Do you enjoy logic problems, learning ideas that 
'click' beautifully together? Then you would enjoy Chemistry. Studying Chemistry is like studying a 
logical game so that once you know the 'rules of Chemistry' you can 'play' with the chemical ideas. 
However, just as in a game you must know the rules, so you must be prepared to memorise the small 
number of details. 

Chemistry is also the ‘central science’ with core concepts that underpin 
many phenomena in all areas of science and technology. It demonstrates 
that you are a good all-rounder requiring recall, application of concepts, 
mathematical skills, good literacy, problem solving and understanding of 
abstract concepts. 
 
Course Content  
 

A Level Chemistry covers the key concepts of chemistry and practical skills 
are integrated throughout the course. The combination of academic challenge and practical focus 
makes studying A Level Chemistry demanding yet rewarding.  

 
Topics Covered 

 Atoms, compounds, molecules and equations and amount of substance  

 Redox and electrode potentials, enthalpy, entropy and free energy 

 Electrons, bonding, the periodic table and periodicity  

 Petrochemicals, polymerisation, organic synthesis and mechanisms 

 Synthetic routes 

 Acids, bases, pH and buffers 

 Reaction rates and equilibrium  

 Chromatography, infra-red and NMR spectroscopy and mass spectrometry 

 
Assessment  
 

 Total of 6 hours of examinations (2 x 2 hours 15 minutes and 1 x 1 hour 30 minutes) taken at the 
end of the course.  

 A wide range of question types including multiple choice, short answer and extended response 
questions.  

 Opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of both theory and practical skills through the 
examinations.  

 

There is also a practical endorsement part of the course where you will complete a minimum of  
12 different practical activities over the 2 year course. You will become competent in following 
procedures, applying an investigative approach when using instruments and equipment, working 
safely, making and recording observations and researching, referencing and reporting.  

 
 
  



Where can A Level Chemistry take me? 
 
Chemistry is widely recognised by universities and employers as it equips candidates with the 
following qualities: thinking logically, solving problems, thinking independently and being a capable 
mathematician. 
 
Career prospects are vast if you have A-level Chemistry including Chemical and Material Engineering, 
Metallurgy, Forensic Science, Medicine and Dentistry. It is also the first choice in other degree 
courses, such as Pharmacy, Pharmacology, Biochemistry and Marine Chemistry.  
  

Entry Requirements 

5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including a grade 6 or better in Combined Science or Chemistry plus 
at least a 6 grade in Maths. 
 

 



AS and A2 Biology (OLP) 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR GCE BIOLOGY A 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER:  AS H020, A2 H420 

QUALIFICATION LEVEL: Level 3 

 

Why study Biology? 

Have you ever wondered why your siblings look like you? Or how medicines work? Or if clones exist? 
Are you aiming to be a doctor, nurse, vet or healthcare practitioner? Have you found yourself seeing 
links between naturally occurring structures and man-made engineering feats? Are you interested in 
the environment and the world around you? If the answer is “Yes” then studying Biology is for you.  
 
Course Content  
 

A Level Biology will give you an exciting insight into the contemporary world of biology. It covers the 
key concepts of biology and practical skills are integrated throughout the course. You will learn about 
the core concepts of biology in a range of different contexts and about the impact of biological research 
and how it links to everyday life.  

 

Topics Covered 

 Development of practical skills in biology. 

 Cell structure, biological molecules, nucleotides and nucleic acids, enzymes. 

 Exchange surfaces, transport in plants and animals. 

 Communicable diseases, disease prevention and the immune system. 

 Biodiversity, classification and evolution. 

 Communication and homeostasis. 

 Photosynthesis and respiration. 

 Genetics and biotechnology. 

 Ecosystems, populations and sustainability. 

 

Assessment  
 

 Total of 6 hours of examinations (2 x 2 hours 15 minutes and 1 x 1 hour 30 minutes) taken at the 
end of the course.  

 A wide range of question types including multiple choice, short answer and extended response 
questions.  

 Opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of both theory and practical skills through the 
examinations.  

 

There is also a practical endorsement part of the course where you will complete a minimum of  
12 different practical activities over the 2-year course. You will become competent in following 
procedures, applying an investigative approach when using instruments and equipment, working 
safely, making and recording observations and researching, referencing and reporting.  

 

  

 



AS and A2 Biology (Cont’d) 

 
Where can A Level Biology take me? 
 
A Level Biology is an excellent base for a university degree in healthcare, such as medicine, veterinary 
medicine or dentistry, as well as the biological sciences such as biochemistry, molecular biology or 
forensic science. Biology can also complement sports science, psychology, sociology and many more. 
 
A Level Biology can open up a range of career opportunities including: biological research, medical, 
environmental, forensics, sports and science communication. The transferable skills you will learn, 
such as finding links within complex and technical information, are also useful for many other areas, 
such as law. 
 
Entry Requirements 

5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including a grade 6 or better in Combined Science or Biology plus at 
least a 6 grade in Maths. 
 



AS and A2 Physics  
 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR GCE Physics   
 
SPECIFICATION NUMBER: (AS H 156, A2 H556) 
 
A level Physics underpins engineering and is a normal requirement for university Engineering courses.  
Physics forms a significant part of the Engineering qualification (Science for Engineering module) but 
this will not take you all the way to A level standard. 
 
Creative Digital Media students can also study A Level Physics – it would be most useful for potential 
game designers and programmers. 
 
Why study A-Level Physics? 
 
Physics is academically challenging, so it lets you show what you can do and is often used to 
differentiate between candidates for jobs, apprenticeships and university places. 
 
Studying Physics will develop your problem solving ability. It will enable you to gain access to a wide 
range of University courses and technical qualifications from engineering to medicine. 
 
You will develop a proper understanding of the world around you, combining analysis, calculations, 
explanations and how to test your ideas. 

 
Course Content 
 
The A-level course is a mix of theoretical and practical modules. Modules on practical skills in physics 
and foundations of physics are included in all exams.  
 
AS modules 
 
The AS course consists of: 
 
Forces and Motion, based on forces, energy, power, materials, Newton’s laws, and momentum 
Electrons, Waves and Photons, including electrical circuits, current electricity, waves and quantum 
physics 
 
A2 Modules 
 
The A2 course, include all the AS content and: 
 
Newtonian World and Astrophysics, including thermal, circular motion and oscillations, Gravity and 
Astrophysics. 
Particles and Medical Physics with electric fields, capacitors, electromagnetism, nuclear and particle 
and medical imaging. 
 
Entry Requirements 
 
5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including a grade 6 or better in Combined Science or Physics plus at 
least a 6 grade in Maths. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Advanced Level in Computer Science (OLP - Subject to student numbers) 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

SPECIFICATION NUMBER:  H047, H447 

Why study computing? 

This course provides a general grounding in computing, including an understanding of computer 
systems and the principles of programming. 

These qualifications open doors to diverse career paths: roles in the games design industry, web and 
animation development or perhaps network security, digital forensics or mobile app development.  

A qualification in Information Technology/Computing opens up an incredible world of opportunities for 
work, not only within the technology industry but also in supporting roles within other industries.  

The Four-Unit Advanced GCE OCR HO47, H447 

The Advanced GCE is made up of two mandatory units at AS and two further units at A2. Of the A2 
units, F453 is externally assessed and F454 is internally assessed through coursework.  

Students gain an understanding of systematic methods – such as the use of algorithms and test 
strategies, the maintenance of computer systems, and the skills associated with documenting 
solutions; candidates develop skills associated with applying this knowledge and understanding to 
producing computer-based solutions to real problems.  

AS F451: Computer Fundamentals  

AS F452: Programming Techniques and Logical Methods  

A2 F453: Advanced Computing Theory  

A2 F454: Computing Project  

Students develop: 

 the capacity to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically;  
 an understanding of the organisation of computer systems, including software, hardware, data, 

communications and people;  
 the ability to apply skills, knowledge and understanding of computing, including programming, in 

a range of contexts to solve problems;  
 skills in project and time management;  
 the capacity to see relationships between different aspects of the subject, and perceive their field 

of study in a broader perspective;  
 an understanding of the consequences of using computers, including social, legal, ethical and 

other issues;  
 an awareness of emerging technologies and an appreciation of their potential impact on society.  

Entry Requirements: 

5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including English and Mathematics.



 

A Level Psychology (OLP - Subject to student numbers) 

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR    

SPECIFICATION NUMBER:  H567 

Why choose Psychology? 

 

A Level Psychology enables students to: 

 gain hands on experience of different research methodologies encouraging active learning 
 

 explore applications of psychology and gain an insight into how psychological theory can be 
applied to real world situations 

 

 appreciate how psychological knowledge and understanding develops over time 
 

 develop the ability to communicate effectively using appropriate language and becoming 
psychologically literate 

Psychology is the scientific study of behaviour and the mind. It offers a unique educational experience 
that develops a distinctive and broad set of skills. It’s located in scientific method and allows scope for 
extensive evaluation from a range of perspectives.  

Stimulating content is at the heart of these engaging qualifications, which will encourage students to 
think like psychologists.  

They will have the opportunity to develop a wide-ranging set of key skills, including being able to 
communicate effectively using appropriate language, to interpret and critically assess scientific data, 
and to research and critically evaluate a range of sources.  The s also encourage the development of 
strong literacy and numeracy skills. The acquisition of such a diverse range of skills will be of great 
benefit in further education, in the workplace and society in general.  

Component 1 Research Methods:  covers Research Design, Data analysis and interpretation – 
learning how to plan, conduct and analyse psychological data. 

Component 2 Psychological Themes:  covers contemporary and classic themes to show how 
historical context impacts on psychological understanding over time. 

Component 3 Applied Psychology:  Section A covers issues in Mental Health, Section B offers 

options in Child Psychology, Criminal Psychology, Sport Psychology, Environmental Psychology. 

This is an exciting and highly relevant course which enables students to look at challenging issues 
such as crime and mental health from a psychological perspective.  There will be opportunities to work 
on real projects with our employer and specialist partners. 

www.ocr.org.uk/alevelpsychology 

Entry Requirements: 

5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or above including English Language and Mathematics.



 
                                   

 

 NOTES 

 


