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The Focus: 

In September you will be joining us here at UTC.  In the English department, we would like everyone to 

have the same opportunities and to make as much progress as possible.  You will be coming to us from 

lots of different schools in the Sheffield area, so as well as getting to know you, we are also going to have 

to get to know your English ability. You will be making a brand-new start and we know how eager you are 

to make the best start possible, so we have put together a project for you to do over summer. There are six 

possible writing tasks to complete. You do not have to complete them all, although you can if you wish to. 

Even if you completed one of the writing tasks and handed this in to your English teacher in September, 

then that would really help us to get to know you better.  

We look forward to seeing you after the summer holidays! 

 

Your Brief: 
You have been given the task of designing your own theme park. In this booklet, there are six different 

examples of marketing materials for Theme Parks in the UK. Read through these and make sure you 

understand: 

 Purpose (what is the main aim of the article?) 

 Audience (who is the article aimed at?) 

 Format (what is the article? Eg. newspaper, leaflet) 

 Formality (is the article formal or informal?) 

 

Your Tasks: 

 Design a logo for your theme park 

 Design a map of your theme park (See Appendix 1) 

 Write a description of a part of your theme park (See Appendix 2) 

 Produce a review from a visitor to your theme park (See Appendix 3) 

 Create a newspaper article about your theme park (See Appendix 4) 

 Create a leaflet informing people about your theme park (See Appendix 5) 

 Produce a persuasive article for a tourism magazine, encouraging people to visit (See Appendix 6) 

 

Extended Task:  
Produce a presentation (PowerPoint) which informs the people about the theme park you have created, the 

rides and features included in it, the pieces of work you have produced and any other relevant information 

about your project. 
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Appendix 2: 

The first thing I notice as I get out of the car is the heat crashing down on me like a burning blanket.  It 
makes the air seem heavier with every breath I take.  Still, this is the only day that we have to visit the 
park.  As we approach the gate, we can hear the thick clanking of rides moving, the shuddering of rails and 
tracks, and the screams of their passengers as they are whipped around. 

We pay our entrance ticket and take in the courtyard with its souvenir shops and concession 
stands.  Everything is a bright happy colour, from the light poles to the benches to the garbage cans to the 
t-shirts of the employees who look like this might not actually be the happiest place on Earth.  The smell of 
hotdogs and popcorn is in the air, as well as the odour of several dozen people standing in the sweltering 
heat, practically pooling in their own sweat.  It certainly does wonders for the appetite. 

We make our plans and consult the handy (and only partially vandalised) park map.  The girls decide to 
play it safe and hit the merry-go-round and log ride.  My buddy and I thought, we have our sights set on the 
rollercoaster with its loop-de-loops and corkscrew spins.  We agree to meet up later and part ways. 

And so begins the line ride.  Every park has at least one.  It marches forward inch by inch as we hear the 
joyfuyl, and sometimes panicky, screams as those ahead of us go spiralling down the track.  The whole 
track systems shudder and shake as the carts go barrelling past us, rumbling like thunder. 

Time seems to crawl as we continue to wait.  Ahead and behind us people drop out of the line, either out of 
time or short on patience.  No matter, it only benefits us in the end.  Finally, we find ourselves at the head 
of the pack.  On top of the long stairway we climbed to get here, we can feel a light breeze that takes the 
edge off the heat and slaps away the rank smell of sweat and bug spray.  The ride attendant ahead directs 
people as the next set of carts pull up to the track to deliver its shaken occupants, more than a few a little 
green in the face. 

With a loud clanking sound of chains pulling the carts, we watch them depart the small station and be 
pulled up the first climb.  So close to the end.  That last stretch seems to last forever, but finally those bright 
blue and yellow carts arrived and it was our turn.  We get stuck behind a large fellow who clearly just 
finished an extra large plate of nachos with extra jalapenos.  I find myself hoping that if he gets sick, he 
leans away from me.  Preferably from both of us, but more myself than my friend. 

The brakes let go with its tell-tale clank and the carts shudder.  The chains strain to pull us up the rise, 
lifting us higher and higher until we can see over the entire park.  Down below, people too afraid to brave 
the ride watch on, living vicariously through the adventurous.  They look like ants from this height. 

I barely have time to finish that thought before the ground comes rushing towards us.  Just as it seems like 
we’re about to drive into the asphalt, the carts turn sharply to the right, then the left.  It happens so fast, all I 
can make out is a blur of colour.  Greens, blues, and reds stream past me at a blinding speed.  All I can 
hear are the screams all around me.  Even my own are buried in the cacophony of sound erupting from the 
carts. 

Another turn and I see it ahead.  The loop-de-loops.  The world turns upside down for a moment then 
becomes a kaleidoscope, colours swirl around, destroying all sense of up or down.  Even as the track rights 
itself, my vision is still spinning.  Which is just as well as the corkscrew is up next.  Around and around, 
tighter and tighter.  All colour and sound bleeds together until it almost seems like it has mass to it, as if it 
becomes a physical object. 

Just as sudden as it happens, it’s over and the carts slow to a crawl.  As the ride comes to an end, I look 
around at the other passengers.  Some look excited while others look like they’re regretting those two 
corndogs they had before they got on.  Our beefy companion ahead of us lets out a pungent burp as he 
pulls himself from his seat and waddles away. 

I look at my friend and he looks at me.  His face is the shade of green I feel.  Slowly, a smile creeps across 
his face.  “Go again?”  I just nod with a grin. 



 

 
Appendix 3: 

Alton Towers Theme Park Review 

August 19, 2016 by Gretta Schifano  
 
Ten years ago I’d never, ever been to a theme park. Then my husband started working in Paris for a few 
days every week, and the kids and I went with him one time. It seemed rude not to visit Disneyland Paris 
while we were there, especially as the kids’ favourite films at that point were Dumbo and Toy Story. We 
spent a truly marvellous family day at the park, and my husband and I realised that maybe theme parks 
weren’t as dire as we’d expected them to be. Since then we’ve had various theme park trips on our travels, 
the latest being a sunny summer day at Alton Towers in Staffordshire, England. 

My husband, son (13) and I were invited to visit the Alton Towers theme park while we were staying at the 
Hilton at the FA St. George’s Park National Football Centre (click the link to read my review). Alton Towers 
is just a 30-minute drive away from the hotel. 
 
Alton Towers 
Alton Towers theme park is part of Merlin Entertainments’ Alton Towers Resort. There’s also a water park 
and accommodation at the 800-acre site, which is the former seat of the Earl of Shrewsbury. There’s an 
enormous ruined gothic mansion at the centre of the park which, sadly, is closed to visitors. 

Rollercoasters 
Alton Towers has some world-class rollercoasters, including the Smiler ride which has now reopened after 
an accident in 2015. We didn’t go on Smiler, as we didn’t want to queue for 50 minutes. We’d been given 
Fastrack Bronze tickets, which include one ride on each of Rita, Thirteen, Nemesis and Oblivion 
rollercoasters, so we headed to try out those, stopping off at other rides along the way. 

The first of our Fastrack rides was Oblivion, a vertical drop rollercoaster – basically it dives terrifyingly fast 
from a great height to down under the ground – which only my husband was brave enough to go on. Next 
was Rita, a rollercoaster which zips you from 0-60mph in 2.5 seconds, and which all three of us went on 
together. As I sat next to my son, waiting for the ride to start, he said: ‘Mum, don’t scream.’ He needn’t have 
worried – I was too terrified to scream. I kept my eyes closed for the whole ride, trying to pretend that I was 
somewhere else. Thirte3n was much more fun, as it was a bit less speedy – I think that I even enjoyed it. 
The ride has a haunted theme, which I barely noticed, but at one point I was surprised when the whole train 
and track dropped a few metres, freefall, in darkness, and then whizzed off backwards. I waited on the 
ground while the other two went on twisty-turny Nemesis, my fear on Rita fresh in my mind. They both said 
that the ride was ‘very good’. 

Galactica is a flying virtual reality roller coaster, and it opened in 2016. My husband went on it while my son 
and I waited for him and watched the riders whizz past. After the ride my husband said: ‘It was very good. It 
was different because you have goggles on and it feels like you’re going through space and different 
galaxies.’ 

Other rides 
Apart from the rollercoasters we tried various other, less scary things. My son and I enjoyed the high 
swings of the Twirling Toadstool. The Sky Ride cable car across the park gave us great views of the 
gardens and grounds below. In Duel, a haunted house ride, we used laser guns to shoot at targets as we 
rattled along. This was lots of fun and we were quite competitive about our scores. My husband finished 
with the most points, but only because our son kept holding my gun down to stop me from beating him. The 
Blade rocking ship was entertaining, and I think that we would have enjoyed the Runaway Train ride, but 
the queue was too long for us. Marauders Mayhem is a ride where you sit in ‘barrel’ carriages which you 
can rotate as fast or as slowly as you choose. Obviously our son made our barrel go round horrifically fast – 
I was very dizzy after that. 
 

https://mumsdotravel.com/author/jadedmum/
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Congo River Rapids 
Congo River Rapids is the only water ride that we went on, and it was great fun. Before we went on the 
ride, I was feeling cold, and I didn’t want to get wet, so I bought a waterproof poncho at the shop next to the 
ride. Annoyingly, it cost £6, but once we were in the queue for the ride we snaked past a vending machine 
offering ponchos for £2! While we were on the ride we noticed that there were some people shooting jets of 
water at us from squirters at the side. Inevitably we had to have a go at that ourselves after the ride – it cost 
£1 for 10 shots of water. 
 
 
Food and drink 
It was a hot August day, and we hadn’t taken any drinks with us to the park, so we bought refillable cups for 
£6 each. You can fill up the cups at the food and drink outlets around the park, as many times as you want 
to in a day. 

We stopped for lunch at The Burger Kitchen. I had a fish burger, while the boys had beef burgers and 
chips, which were a bit soggy. The food was OK, but it could be so much better. 
 
Rollercoaster Restaurant 
At the end of the day we had dinner at Rollercoaster Restaurant, which opened in 2016. This is an amazing 
place – you order via a tablet at your table, and your food and drinks are delivered to you from the kitchen 
by rollercoaster! This is all very novel and exciting, and the menu looked fine, but our experience wasn’t 
great, unfortunately. It took ages (about an hour) for our food to arrive, one dish was incomplete and its 
replacement didn’t arrive at all, another dish went to the next table by mistake. My main course was salmon 
with potatoes & green beans, and the salmon tasted so horrible that I couldn’t eat it. When it eventually 
arrived, our son had curry, and he said that it was good. Other diners around us seemed to be getting their 
food without delay, and eating it, so maybe we were just unlucky.  
 
Parking 
We parked on site (parking costs £6 per day). It’s quite a distance from the car park to the park entrance – 
so be prepared for a walk. 
 
Cost 
If you book entrance tickets online at least five days in advance, adults cost from £30.96, under-12s from 
£25.00. Fastrack Bronze tickets cost from £20 per person and cover a single turn on four rides only. There 
are various other varieties of Fastrack tickets available. The Burger Kitchen meals, including burger, chips 
and a drink, cost £7.25. Refillable drinks cups cost £6 each. Parking costs £6 per day. Main courses at 
Rollercoaster Restaurant cost from £11.95 – £29.95. 
 
Tips for your visit 

 Book online in advance for the best deals. 
 Pick up a map of park at the entrance. 
 Take food and drinks with you. 
 Take a waterproof layer for the wet rides. 
 Be prepared to queue – the longest queue that we saw was 50 minutes. 
 It’s a large park so be prepared to walk. 
 There are height restrictions in place on many of the rides. 

Verdict 
My son says: ‘Nemesis was the best ride, and I liked shooting water at the people on the water ride. My 
curry was good, but it took too long to come and I was really hungry’. 
 
My husband says: ‘Nemesis, Galactica and Oblivion are the most exciting rides. The food could have been 
better.’ 

I say: If you like rollercoasters, you should definitely go to Alton Towers – but there’s lots to do there for all 
ages and levels of bravery too. I enjoyed Congo River Rapids the most. Alton Towers is a fun place for a 
day out, but it’s not a cheap option. The food which we had was disappointing. I’d like to be able to visit the 
ruined mansion and learn about its history. 



 

 

Appendix 4: 

Thorpe Park to open terrifying Walking Dead-themed roller coaster ride 

'Completely immersive' attraction boasts state-of-the-art special effects 

 

Thorpe Park's "chief scaremonger" has told how he created terrifying special effects for the brand new The 

Walking Dead: The Ride after watching close to 150 episodes of the smash hit zombie TV show - twice. 

John Burton, 26, is the brains behind the multi-sensory coaster, which is the first in the world to be themed 

on AMC’s post-apocalyptic global TV phenomenon. The experience invites thrill seekers to flee The 

Walking Dead in a relentless and spine-chilling bid for survival. 

 

The "completely immersive" ride comes complete with state-of-the-art special effects, and a replica of the 

iconic Watch Tower.Those who are brave enough will travel through deep, dark tunnels amid extensive and 

realistic themes, bringing to life some of the most compelling and gruesome scenes from the show. 

They will be confronted by blood-soaked zombies throughout the ride – and even the queue is expected to 

be scary. 

Married John, who started working on the design 18 months ago, said:  

‘Guests will believe the walking dead are all around them - like they are in their own episode of the show. 

It’s 15 out of ten on the scare scale. I watched every episode of the series from start to finish and back to 

front twice to ensure we got everything exactly right. I was a fan of the show anyway, but I spent two 

months watching it along with official AMC Walker training videos. Thorpe Park Resort has been 

consistently raising the bar in the scare stakes for years and this will be the ultimate test of riders’ mettle.’ 

John, who lives in Kew near Richmond, Surrey added:  

‘Our Fright Nights season was amazing. The next step was to give The Walking Dead its own ride, a home 

here. It is going to be right up there with the best in the world in terms of the whole experience. We are 

combining physical and digital effects because it is going to be dark, so we are going to make the most of 

that. The darkness acted as a canvas for us. We have incorporated the latest in special effects, lighting, 

smells and even touch elements to create a terrifyingly unique atmosphere. The experience does not stop 

when you get off the ride. The whole experience from the point when you join the queue is going to be 

immense.’ 

Earlier this month, keen candidates were put through their paces in a bid to land one of the oddest jobs on 

the planet – a scare actor at Thorpe Park Resort during their upcoming Year of The Walking Dead. 

Wannabe zombies are required to meet strict ‘scare-factor’ criteria including the ability to frighten guests in 

any environment, coping with sudden screams from thrill-seekers, and keeping in character in any situation. 
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Appendix 6: 

Come to Arrowhead Valley Theme Park 

 

Looking for speed, excitement and adventure? Then Arrowhead Valley is your destination. There you will 

embark on the most exciting journey you could ever have imagined. You will discover the mysteries of 

Imperial Japan, win the respect of the Wild West, explore the jungles of Amnesia and travel through exotic 

Africa. How often have you wished for an adventure like this? 

 

Few adventures are as action-packed as the ones you will experience on our rides. Challenges like Death 

Valley, the freefall of Dominator or the speed of The Beast are world-famous rides that are not to be 

missed. Experience the greatest acceleration in the world of Death Valley. Drag yourself to travel through 

the 8 loops of the legendary rollercoaster known as The Beast. After having fallen from a height of 100m, 

nothing will ever be the same for you by experiencing Dominator. But don't worry. You're sure to find rides 

you love even if you're not an adrenaline junkie. There is even a kid's section which includes a mini water 

park with lots of fun-filled action. With over 30 rides for both adults and kids, you're sure not to miss out. 

Whoever you are, whatever your age and whoever you have come with, it is an experience you will 

remember for a long time.  

 

The shows at Arrowhead Valley Park are the most entertaining way of emerging yourself in the cultures 

that are represented by each of the lands. Theatre, music, dance, acrobatics, performances and all kinds of 

amazing feats await you and invite you to mingle with people, get to know their customs, take part in their 

celebrations and of course, enjoy a host of unforgettable moments. Stunning choreography and acrobatics 

in the land of Japan. African dancers offer a traditional dance to invoke the Gods. These are just a few 

examples of the shows that we have to offer. 

 

The restaurants at Arrowhead Valley Park offer unbeatable taste and variety. A great atmosphere, friendly 

service and a wide range of food and wine. It’s not just about grabbing a quick bite: eating at the park is a 

delicious way of discovering traditional tastes from across the four lands! 

 


