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The consultation for proposed intake of Year 9 students to the Sheffield UTC Academy Trust ran for six 
weeks from Monday 8th May to Sunday 18th June 2017.  
 
Details of the consultation were disseminated through the website and electronic and print distribution 
of a consultation brochure and survey.  As well as consulting the full range of local stakeholders across 
Sheffield City Region, there were presentations, an open event and social media activity engaging with 
young people, parents, other schools and educational institutions, employers and the local community.  
 
The survey attracted 143 responses, a 43% increase above the target set for consultation 
responses, with respondents from across the City Region.  
 
Of the respondents, 68% were in favour of the Sheffield UTC Academy Trust proceeding to admit 
Year 9 students, with only 21% against.  The remaining 11% were a mix of 7% who were neutral 
and 4% who left comments but did not choose an option. 
 
Many of the supporting comments revealed a good understanding of the educational benefits of 
allowing students to undertake their full GCSE preparation at the UTC. 
 
Some concerns were raised, mainly by existing students and parents, about the capacity of the UTCs 
to take additional students – both in terms of physical capacity as well as staff resourcing.  In fact, the 
consultation briefing document made it clear that the intake of Year 9 would not increase numbers 
overall as the plan is to rebalance numbers across year groups.   
 
Clearly this is an area that needs clarification, especially for existing students and parents.  The 
approach to balancing numbers across different year groups to remain within the original planned 
capacity of each UTC – City Centre and Olympic Legacy Park (600 students maximum) – will be a focus 
for communication and dialogue with parents and students, both prospective and current, going forward. 
 
The other main area of concern was the potential impact of taking younger students on top of the 
existing cohorts and the readiness of Year 9 students for the UTC experience; however, when asked 
explicitly about whether it would benefit students to start technical and employer-based learning earlier 
in Y9, the vast majority (76%) thought it would benefit younger students. The plans for staff resourcing 
and the specific timetabling and curriculum offer for Year 9 students will need detailed and appropriate 
communication. 
 
Most respondents (56.5%) felt transport would not be an issue for a younger cohort and of the 
remainder, a high proportion (18.5%) were just unsure.  Transport access to both UTCs is very 
straightforward and this will be re-emphasised in the recruitment plan for September 2018 onwards. 
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Some 44 young people or their parents expressed interest in attending the UTC in Year 9 through the 
consultation.   
 
In addition, 20 out of 26 employers who responded to the survey expressed interest in offering further 
support to the UTC.   
 
Overall, the consultation demonstrated that the proposal for admitting Year 9 students has good 
support.  
 
The consultation was part of the evidence that DfE required in making a decision as to whether 
to permit the Sheffield UTC Academy Trust to admit Year 9 students starting from  
September 2018. The DfE has since given authorisation for both UTCs – City Centre and Olympic 
Legacy Park – to proceed.  
 
Although the statutory consultation is over, we are seeking ongoing feedback.  If you have any 
questions, wish to register your interest or wish to comment on any aspect of the proposals for admitting 
Year 9 students, please get in contact.  
 
Thank you to all those who contributed to the statutory consultation and to everyone who has expressed 
an interest in the Sheffield UTC Academy Trust.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.utcsheffield.org.uk/contact-us/

